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Environmental 
Advisory Council 

(EAC) 
Mission: 

To advise the West Pikeland 

Township Board of Supervisors 

and other West Pikeland 

Township committees on 

matters dealing with the 

protection, conservation, 

management, promotion and 

use of natural resources located 

within West Pikeland Township. 

EAC Members: 
John Matthews, Chair 
Linda Reichert, Co‐Chair 
Janet Parry, Secretary 

Warren Fox 
Bryan Maher 

Richard Pomeroy 
Donna Switzer 
Glenn Wenger 

EAC Meetings are open to the 

public and held the first 

Thursday of each month at 9:00 

a.m. in the Township Building.

http://www.westpikeland.com/gove 
rnment‐

departments/environmental‐
advisory‐council/ 

Return on Environment (ROE)
What Is Return On Environment Study?  

Natural areas are often seen as an 
impediment to growth rather than as an 
economic asset.  A Return On Environment 
(ROE) study uses several peer reviewed 
methods to determine the relative financial 
values nature provides free to the residents of 
the township.  

Open space enhances home values, protects 
property values, filters drinking water, cleans 
our air, provides recreation, improves mental 
and physical health, creates jobs, and much 
more.  

Recently the Keystone Conservation Trust 
together with Audubon Pennsylvania 
completed a (ROE) study to determine the 
financial value of various ecological areas 
nature provides to the residents of West 
Pikeland Township. If you take the time to 
learn about our ROE study, you’ll never look at 
open space the same again.  

To learn more please Google, Open Space: 
Return on Environment-Chester County, and 
click, View Summary Brochure 

Priorities 
During the fall 2019 elections, the EAC 
manned a table outside of the polling area to 
conduct a survey to identify issues important to 
the WPT residents.  With over 200 survey 
responses, the top three priorities are related to 
water issues, invasive species, and waste 
reduction.  Other important issues relate to 
climate, lawn chemicals, and biology. 
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Speaker Series
In 2020, The Environmental Advisory 
Council will be hosting a series of 
speakers which will provide 
information and inspiration to West 
Pikeland Township residents and 
neighbors on topics affecting natural 
resources.  The dates, venue and 
format for the presentations are being 
re-evaluated based on recent social 
distancing requirements.  Details are 
posted on the West Pikeland Township 
website. 

First on the agenda is a presentation 
by Sharon Richardson, Master 
Gardener, on safe lawn and garden 
care.  For a sneak peak on her topic, 
please check out Doug Tallamy "Hope 
for The Wild " on YouTube. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=om4gKdODCwg

Jeanne Ortiz partnering with 
Audubon Pennsylvania and 
Delaware River Watershed 
Initiative will speak about creating 
Habitats that Welcome Wildlife and 
Support Healthy Communities, meant 
to inform residents about bird friendly 
plantings that support waterways. 

Amidst the growing concern related to 
single use plastics, the EAC will be 
scheduling a discussion about single 
stream recycling and how residents 
can help their waste contractors to get 
the most out of recyclable resources. 

If you have a topic that is of interest, 
please contact the EAC at the WPT 
office at office@westpikeland.com.  

Earth Day 2020 – How to 
celebrate under quarantine 
Were you planning to participate in 
an organized Earth Day event that 
has been canceled?  Do you still want 
to celebrate Earth Day but don’t know 
what to do?  Below find some ideas 
that are approved activities under the 
Governor’s “stay at home” order: 

 Plant a tree in your yard

 Remove invasive plants from your yard
‐ https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Conservation/Wild

Plants/InvasivePlants/InvasivePlantFactSheets
/Pages/default.aspx 

 Clean up trash along the road in front of
your property

 Walk around your property and identify the
different trees or birds that you see
‐ https://www.envirothonpa.org/pdfs/1‐

3_PSU%20TreeID%20Program.pdf 
‐ https://pa.audubon.org/birds 

 Watch a movie that celebrates nature

 Make a financial contribution to an
organization that supports programs to
enhance natural resources (see below)

If you would like more information 
about upcoming events or how to get 
involved, please visit the West Pikeland 
Township website.  

http://www.westpikeland.com/government‐
departments/environmental‐advisory‐council/ 

Resources: 

PA Dept of Natural Resources:  
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx 

Penn State University Extension: 
https://extension.psu.edu/ 

Green Valleys Watershed Association: 
https://www.greenvalleys.org/ 

French and Pickering Trust: 
https://frenchandpickering.org/ 

Delaware Riverkeeper Network: 
https://delawareriverkeeper.org/ 

Schuylkill Highlands Conservation Landscape 
Initiative: 
http://www.schuylkillhighlands.org/about.php 

Audubon Pennsylvania 
https://pa.audubon.org/

EAC 2019 In 
Review 
May 2019:  WPT residents 
organized to re‐establish the 
Environmental Advisory 
Council. 

June 2019:  WPT EAC 
members supported the 
Township tree planting event 
in Walnut Lane Park. 

August 2019: Partnered with 
Historic Yellow Springs and 
Delaware Riverkeepers 
Network and others to 
release American Eels into 
Pickering Creek to control 
invasive species. 

September 2019:  Partnered 
with Audubon PA and funded 
by the William Penn 
Foundation through the 
Delaware River Watershed 
Initiative to conduct a Return 
on Environment study. 

October 2019:  The West 
Pikeland Township Board of 
Supervisors voted to re‐
instate the EAC Ordinance 
No. 2008‐12. 

November 2019: The EAC 
conducted a survey to 
identify topics important to 
WPT residents, the EAC 
Stakeholders. 


